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TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW FOR OUR ANNUAL SPRING DRAMA 

 

A Connecticut Yankee is an authorized version of one of the funniest 
and best-loved books by Mark Twain. In this version, the Yankee is a 
young engineer just out of college and anxious to try his hand at every 
kind of mechanical device. Knocked out by one of his own experi-
ments, he awakens in the Court of King Arthur. From then, the striking 
contrast between the old and the new develops into a series of ludi-
crous events, eloquently expressing the ideals of freedom at a time 
when it is sorely needed, and makes for some serious, side-splitting 
entertainment.  

ECA is gearing up for our fifth annual Walk-A-Thon which will be held on Thursday, March 20th., at Vaughn Road Park, 
and will be a half-day of school.  Our walk-a-thon is a fun-filled day with lunch at the park, games, prizes, and fellowship.  
We would like to invite parents to join us on this wonderful day of fun at the park.  If you would like to volunteer to help 
that would be great, too.  Just let your child¬s teacher know in what area you would be willing to serve (i.e., chaperone, 
games, food, etc.). School will end at noon on this day and all students should be picked up at their regular pick-up sta-
tions.  There will be NO AFTERCARE this day.  

 To make this fundraiser even more successful than last year, we are asking each family to please send twenty 
names and addresses to school with your child.  If you have more than one child enrolled at our school, the oldest sibling 
will be the one addressing your family¬s sponsor letters.  However, all of your children will get credit.  Students will ad-
dress the sponsorship letters in class for a grade.  Along with the names and addresses please send a book of stamps or 
$8.20 so that we may be able to purchase stamps on your behalf.  Please send correct change or make your check 
payable to ECA.  The school will mail them at the appropriate time.   

 All students have been mailed a package with complete information.  Please check your mail and return the 
address sheet by Tuesday, March 4.  If you have any questions, please contact Donna at 334-272-3882 or at dhuff-
man@ecalions.org.   
 



Administratorçs Corner 

DYSLEXIA  

 

ARE YOU FRUSTRATED WITH YOUR CHILD¬S INABILITY TO DO WELL IN SCHOOL  

DESPITE ALL YOUR EFFORTS AND WORK WITH THEM? 

 

 If your child is in kindergarten or higher and you think that you have done all you can, and the teacher is 
giving extra help as well, and your child is still not making good grades, you need to consider that he or she may 
have dyslexia. Dyslexia is NOT just reading backwards and writing backwards and it is not rare, as many of us have 
been conditioned to believe. It is first of all a hereditary disorder that a person is born with. It is a language-
processing disorder that affects directionality and memorization skills. Warning signs begin to appear as early as age 
one and dyslexia can be accurately diagnosed by age five. These children and adults have trouble with reading, 
writing, spelling, math, and in higher grades other subjects as well that involve memory. It affects 20% of our 
population and can be mild, moderate, or profound. This is one out of five people. These children do not learn to 
read well with traditional phonics methods although they can memorize the sounds of the letters. They can some-
times read ok in the early years because they have developed their own methods but will hit the wall by third or 
fourth grade. This is sometimes misdiagnosed as a comprehension problem at this point. The problems with reading, 
writing, and spelling can be prevented and fixed using an Orton-Gillingham based system. Dr. Orton is one of the 
forerunners who have been quoted in the area of dyslexia. These children can also be gifted in the area of arts, 
athletics, music, people skills, mechanics, 3D spatial skills, and logic. The U.S. government has spent millions of 
dollars for dyslexia research that is free and available to the public. The following is a list of some of the common 
warning signs and if you see three or more of these in your child, please check out the website given and get 
more information. The web address is www.BrightSolutions.US. Here you will learn what dyslexia is, more warning 
signs, and some possible solutions. The goal is to get these kids diagnosed early and get them through school un-
damaged. But remember that it is never too late. 

This veteran teacher was amazed at the information that is out there and available. I was trained ten years 
ago as an educational therapist for learning disabilities and did not know that all of these things were dyslexia. I too 
had some misconceptions about it and the seminar, which I attended in January, was very enlightening. I am not an 
expert by any means but I am a concerned teacher who wants very much to understand why my students still 
struggle when I know how hard parents are working with them and I know how many times I have gone over the 
same material. Please do your child the biggest favor ever and learn more about this if you have questions. 

****The information contained in this article is from a handout given out by Susan Barton, the founder of Bright Solutions for 
Dyslexia. She was one of the conference speakers at the ACSI conference in Birmingham on January 24-25, 2008. For more informa-
tion, a webcast, and free e-newsletters, visit her website listed above. 


